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4.6 How to tune the electric guitar

De-tune guitar
[Nick Plus Guitar]

Does your guitar sound a bit like this?

Demo

Even if you own a tuner and are already used to using it, you need to know how to tune manually.

This is a useful skill to apply when the batteries in your tuner have run down or your tuner has disappeared down the back of your sofa or hidden itself in the Dog’s basket!

But, perhaps more importantly, tuning using the manual method is good ear training and also helps you understand the relationship of notes on the fretboard.

2
[Cut to Nick plus Guitar right hand]

Start with the sixth string

How do you know if the sixth string is in tune? 

Two approaches:

To tune to concert pitch (explain international standard note A =440 hz.

You can use a concert pitch reference like a keyboard, a harmonica, pitch pipes or some other instrument. You can use the tuner on the tool bar to the right of this video.

But supposing you don’t have access to anything? If you know it’s definitely not far out then leave it as it is. It’s fine to tune your guitar a bit lower or higher than concert pitch – as long as the strings are tuned correctly relative to each other.
If you are unsure then to avoid breaking a string I suggest doing this:
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[Cut to close-up of machine head]

Unwind the tuning machine until the string rattles. 

You can be certain that this is too low. 

Wind it up until you get a decent note from the open string. This will be between 1 to 2 complete turns – no more! 

[Cut to close-up of left hand showing fifth fret and tuning machines]

5th to 6th,  4th to 5th etc.

Wind upwards. 

Be bold but not wreckless. 

Keep eyes away.

Test with a chord at the end.

[Nick Head and Shoulders]
Caveat – takes practice to tune. Don’t get too fussy and don’t break a string.

Have a practice – here’s the diagram:
[Cut to diagram – 16t09_basictuning.jpg]
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